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DEFQR3[ENTAL No.1.

FROM JEDDA TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Clarke
No. 258
10th July, 1947

Repeated to Jerusalem,
Cairo,
Aman,
Da'scus,
Bagdad,
Beirut.

CONFIDENTTIAL.

D: 12.00 p.m. 10th July, 1947

R: 9. 24 p.m. 10th July, 1947

)
)
)
)
)

SAVING.

~ L(Ia

Jerusalem telegram No. 1285 to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies paragraph 15.

Izzedin Shawa's part icipating was [grp. undec.]
in Jedda. This is not his first visit to the
United Kingdom in recent years. In fact I under-
stood from him that he spent last winter in the
United Kingdom.

[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat.]
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ImT'erial )c.fence Co lge

,....7, Belrave uare f, .l.

- be 9th October, 1247.

rb2 urro':, ,

I rceivSd an 1ne eCe invit:L t -ion to lThC1 yesterday
f'roA Izzernin Sar A 3 iletinir-n Ar~ 7hom I had known slightly in Beirut.
As I c* there the im ression that the only contact he had. had with the
foreign Office -ras a brief interview with Beeley just before the latter
left for the TJ. A., the following account of our converse tion may
ossibly be of interest.

Tie said that he had arrived in London about gro months ago as the
re .resentative of the Higher Arab Committee, and hoed eventually to be
recognised as the di lomatic re resentative in London of the Palestine
Arabs and to deal of icially with the ?oreign Office on their behalf;
he had no desire to deal with t?,e. Colonial Office. He had a ened an
office in his house at 74 Xrton Snuare (tele hone 2LOane 8562). He had
no connection with the Arab Office, which wuas "merely" concerned with
ro)aa nda and re .resented all the Arr b s tates (I have been told from a

Lebanese souro in London that t e Kufti in fact sent him here because
he was dcisa:atisfied with the way in which the \rab Otice wags >.-.ting
t.e Arab case on Palestine). He also s oke slig'ltingly of Kusa. el Alani,
sryinr that he wa on the wrong lines an0 would not co-o. rate with the
Tufti, -- hor te va t maijority ofArc.bs considered as their lcscder, and was
therefore virtually useless to the Arab cause.

On Pale tine, he id that .Ue Arb:, found it hard to believe that
the British really meant to abandon their substantial ma terial and stratehic
interests in Palestine and to create a vacuum into which the Russians
might (o. He dismissed as unthinkable the possibilities (a) that TTNO
would produce a solution acce.Pable to Arabs and Jews and (b) that the
Arabs and Jews could agree on a solution even if IDEG announced the date
of their withdra-al and UNO failed to find any authority to put in to
succeed us. He thought it highly unlikely that UNO would in fact find any
such authority, as in his opinion the USA would not accept any responsibility
in Palestine. "That, then, would TWEG do ? They could hardly dump the
Palestine administration and money on the floor and walk out leaving the
country to chaos. Yight they not therefore be forced to stay ?

I ex lained that I had had no connection with Palestine affairs since
last december and could only give him my personal opinion. It seemed to
me that all this wa. s hy othesis. The res ;onsibility for finding a solution
lay with UNO, and it could not be assumed that they would fail. If they did,
then it could likewise not be assumed that some responsible Arabs and Jews
would not get together. I could. not see howvr we could be ex ected at this
stage to plan for a situation which might never arise, the more so since
what ha1 pened would depend on UNO, the Arabs, an the Jews. But I thought

he could dismiss from his mind any notion that ,IElG did not mean what they
said; ublic opinion in this country a.,eared to mie to be overwhelmingly

/in

7..A.B5.Burrows, EJsa.
Foreign Of; ice.



(2)1

in favour of getting out of Palestine as soon as .ossible, an5 I was sure

that TCG intended to co so. (The High Commissioner' s sta.tement to this

of. ect ha a not then been ,<.-lished). Shavra a. J red to acce t this and

.sked 'hat date we were likely to fix for final rithvdrawal, on which I said

I hr hn' t the faintest idea. Tie hoped it would be soon, as the Arabs wrer e

rn iouLs that ve should. go as soon as ossible and felt that any delay would

be to the anverntage of the Jews.
I then ueationed him <bout the rabs' intentions in cawe it c fmie

-bout th-t they were in fact left alone with the .Tews, but :ot 1.ttle of

interest ex::cent that they were su renely confident that hey could see the

Tews off ro' vely e sily rit > litary i.d from the other Arr.b Stfrts,

rK were mk ing their l .ns accor in:§ly. ShaN:a did, ho over, add th t the

Arabs of le .tine had been stient for a long time in the f ce of related

Jewish asgressions and were wondering, if they now started to react arinst

te ea , -hether the British would continue to ''rot&ct the Tew' rs in
wthe st, or whether they would remain neutral. I said I was quite sure

that, so long as we remained in the country and responsible for lwr and- order,

we should re ;ress Arab isorder as >Lrmly as we did Jewish; ind I read him

a lecture on the folly of issi ..ating the good imression which the Arabs

had created in British circles by their relatively good behaviour and

moderation in the recent past. Tre hastily said that the Arabs realised

this -nd would continue to behave.
-re mentioned that Fauri Karukji, now in Syria, was in excellent fettle,

contrasy to reports that he had. been paralysed in l9l in Iraq. The rest

of a long cmveraation was of little interest.

I might mention that on October 1st I Saw Adil Osseiran, a Lebanese

Shia who had arrived that day by air from eirut on his wray to form gart

of the Lebanese Delegation to 'TO, arnd that he er:qressed to ::_e identical

bellicosity and.i- doubts as to the sincerity of British intentions to withdraw,
£ rom Paletine.

"hawa, like 0ost Arabs, wr s very anti-British u:ring the 1936-9 riod,

ut I sem to re:.ember hearing that our 'us.ly eo le. in 2 audi Arabia ound

him co-o erative rhen' he wr-,s sir'ng as Ibn aCud' s ,riculturrl \-'visor

ye r , two a no. occasion I should think c: :.ight 'orvea n luful

car t rct, asI e : intelligent (I think he at Oxord) cod 7..mibly

s the err of tThe ufti.

Yours ever,
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